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MISSION STATEMENT

THE MISSION OF THE
SONOMA VALLEY CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION
ISTO ACT AS A BRIDGE FOR COMMUNICATION
BETWEEN GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC
ON PLANNING DECISIONS AFFECTING THE SONOMA VALLEY
BY PROVIDING A FORUM FOR PUBLIC EXPRESSION AND
BY MAKING RECOMMENDATIONS
TO THE SONOMA CITY COUNCIL
AND THE SONOMA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
THAT CONVEY THE SENSE OF THE COMMUNITY

ADOPTED APRIL 1994







JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF
SONOMA AND THE CITY OF SONOMA CONTINUING THE
SONOMA VALLEY CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION

This Agreement is made by and between the County of Sonoma, a political subdivision of the
State of California (“County”), and the City of Sonoma, a general law city (“City”), and is dated
for convenience as of January 1, 2014.

RECITALS
Whereas, County and City share responsibility for local planning in the Sonoma Valley; and

Whereas, according to statewide growth projections, County and City are faced with the
potential for unprecedented population growth and development; and

Whereas, Sonoma Valley, with its beautiful landscape, historic buildings, and growing
industries producing wine, dairy, and other agricultural products, is an ideal environment for
local residents and businesses; and

Whereas, it is in the public interest that County and City coordinate their local planning
activities; and

Whereas, this coordination is enhanced by better communication; and

Whereas, Government Code section 65101 authorizes the establishment of joint advisory
agencies through a plan or organization mutually agreeable to cooperating counties and cities;
and

Whereas, County and City have established the Sonoma Valley Citizens Advisory Commission
(“the Commission”) pursuant to Government Code section 65101 as a joint advisory agency to
provide a regular forum for citizen participation in the formation of public policy, to consider
local planning issues concerning the Sonoma Valley, to evaluate solutions to these issues, to
advise elected officials and other decision makers, and to form a bridge for communication
between the various governmental agencies and the general public; and

Whereas, County and City desire to continue the Commission in existence for a period of five
(5) years.

OPERATIVE PROVISIONS

Now, Therefore, Be It Agreed as follows:

1. By virtue of resolutions of County and City authorizing the execution of this Agreement,
the Commission is hereby continued in existence.







(b) Representing City:

(1) City of Sonoma: three (3) commissioners and one (1) alternate commissioner from the
area covered by Subareas 1 and 2, being the city of Sonoma and its primary sphere of influence.

2) One (1) emeritus commissioner from the area covered by Subareas 1 and 2, who shall be
a former commissioner or alternate commissioner.

3) One (1) ex-officio member and one (1) alternate ex-officio member from City’s Planning
Agency, which is comprised of the City Council, Planning Commission, and Planning
Department staff.

0. One commissioner shall be designated and shall act as representative of public service
agencies, such as water, fire, school, and other districts or entities.

7. The commissioners, alternate commissioner, emeritus commissioner, ex-officio member,
and alternate ex-officio member representing County shall be appointed by County’s Board of
Supervisors. The commissioners, alternate commissioner, emeritus commissioner, ex-officio
member, and alternate ex-officio member representing City shall be appointed by City’s City
Council.

8. The Commission shall review and make recommendations on policy matters affecting the
Sonoma Valley and on development projects of valley-wide significance.

b

9. The Commission may also, from time to time, hold publicly noticed “town hall meetings’
to inform local citizens, provide a forum for local citizens within the Sonoma Valley to raise and
discuss local planning issues of importance, and to recommend long range policy direction for
resolution of those issues.

10.  The rules and procedures for governance of the Commission shall be as set forth in
Exhibit “B,” attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference. The rules and procedures

may be amended or modified upon mutual consent of County and City.

11. County and City, through their respective planning agencies, shall cooperate with the
Commission to reach the goals of this Agreement.

In Witness Whereof, County and City have executed this Agreement as set forth below.

County:
County of Sonoma

By:

Chair, Board of Supervisors




ATTEST:

Veronica A. Ferguson, Clerk of the
Board of Supervisors

City:
City of Sonoma

By:

Mayor

ATTEST:

City Clerk
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EXHIBIT “B”
SONOMA VALLEY CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION
RULES AND PROCEDURES

1. Commissioners.

A. Appointment: Appointment of County’s eight commissioners, one alternate
commissioner, one emeritus commissioner, one ex-officio member, and one alternate ex-officio
member shall be made by County’s Board of Supervisors. Appointment of City’s three
commissioners, one alternate commissioner, one emeritus commissioner, one ex-officio member,
and one alternate ex-officio member shall be made by City’s City Council.

B. Qualifications: Each commissioner and alternate commissioner shall be a resident
of, and registered voter in, the area represented by that commissioner or alternate commissioner.

C. Terms of Office: Commissioners and alternate commissioners shall serve four-
year terms at the pleasure of their appointing authority. No commissioner or alternate
commissioner shall serve more than two terms unless their appointing authority approves an
exception to allow the commissioner or alternate commissioner to serve an additional term or
terms. In any case, County and City each reserve the right to remove a commissioner or
alternate commissioner it appointed regardless of the term of appointment, with or without cause.
Emeritus commissioners, ex-officio members, and alternate ex-officio members shall serve at the
pleasure of their appointing authority and may be removed at any time, with or without cause.

D. Duties of Commissioners:
1. To attend and participate in meetings of the Commission.
2. To study and analyze appropriate material submitted.
3. To participate in discussions and research and write necessary reports.
4. To serve on such subcommittees as may be designated by the
Commission.
5. To aid the public in understanding and participating in local planning

1ssues, and the processes of local government.

E. Vacancies: In event of termination, death, resignation, or inability to serve on the
part of any commissioner or alternate commissioner, such condition shall be brought to the
attention of the appointing authority. “Inability to serve” shall be determined by a majority vote
of the Commission. If any commissioner shall miss two (2) consecutive regular meetings
without a valid excuse, the appointing authority shall be notified and requested to appoint a more
active replacement.

1"




At any time that a vacancy occurs, either County or City, as the case may be, shall
have sixty (60) days to fill the vacancy. Should either County or City fail to act in the time
specified, the Commission shall have the authority to make the appointment in accordance with
the prescribed membership.

F. Officers: At the first meeting in each calendar year, the Commission shall elect a
Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary. The Chair shall perform the functions specified in these Rules
and Procedures. When the Chair is absent, the Vice Chair shall assume the duties of the Chair.
If the Chair and the Vice Chair are both absent, the remaining members of the Commission shall
select one of its members to act as Chair Pro Tem. The Secretary shall act as secretary to the
Commission.

G. Office: The principal place of business of the Commission shall be determined by
the Commission. At a minimum, there shall be a telephone number where information may be
obtained by the public, and a place where the agenda may be publicly posted. This need not be
the same place as where the Commission itself meets.

H. Compensation: Commissioners shall serve without compensation.
1I. Meetings.

A. Frequency and Location: Meetings of the Commission shall be on an “as needed”
basis as decided by the Commission. The time of the meetings shall be scheduled to maximize
assistance to County’s Board of Supervisors and City’s City Council and their staffs. All
meetings shall be held within the area shown in Exhibit “A” to the Joint Powers Agreement and
shall be in a public building, accessible to the public, with facilities to accommodate interested
members of the public.

B. Brown Act: All meetings and all deliberations of the Commission shall be open
to the public and shall be governed by the Brown Act.

C. Rules of Procedure: All meetings of the Commission shall be conducted, insofar
as practical, according to Roberts Rules of Order or other parliamentary authority adopted by the
Commission.

D. Presiding Official: The Chair, or the Vice Chair in the Chair’s absence, shall
preside over all meetings of the Commission. In case of absence of both the Chair and the Vice
Chair, the Chair Pro Tem shall preside.

E. Agenda: The Chair shall be responsible for setting the agenda of each meeting of
the Commission. Each agenda shall be reviewed by County’s First District Supervisor and by
City’s Mayor. County’s First District Supervisor and City’s Mayor shall assign respective staff
to attend as needed.

F. Voting: Each member of the Commission is entitled to one vote. A member may
abstain from voting in cases of conflict of interest, in which case he or she must state what the

12



conflict is. No proxies shall be permitted. All votes shall be public and properly recorded. Ex-
officio members shall not be entitled to vote.

G. Minutes of Meeting: The minutes of each meeting of the Commission shall
include a copy of the Agenda, the official public record of the meeting, and shall indicate any
actions taken by the Commission. A copy of the minutes shall be sent to County and City.

H. Special Meetings: Special meetings of the Commission may be called by the
Chair or a majority of the Commission. No special meeting shall be held without compliance
with the Brown Act.

L. Notice of Meetings: Notice of meetings of the Commission shall, at a minimum,
comply with the Brown Act. The Commission shall give such additional notice as County’s
Board of Supervisors or City’s City Council may request.

J. Quorum: Six voting members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum of the
Commission.
K. Alternate Commissioner: County’s alternate commissioner shall serve only in the

absence of one of County’s commissioners. Likewise, City’s alternate commissioner shall serve
only in the absence of one of City’s commissioners. Each alternate commissioner who serves is
entitled to one vote.

13
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JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF SONOMA
AND THE CITY OF SONOMA CONTINUING THE
SONOMA VALLEY CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION

This Agreement is made by and between the County of Sonoma, a political
subdivision of the State of California (“COUNTY™), and the City of Sonoma, a general
law city (“CITY”), and 1s dated for convenience as of January 1, 2009.

RECITALS

Whereas, COUNTY and CITY share responsibility for local planning in the
Sonoma Valley; and ’

Whereas, according to statewide growth projections, COUNTY and CITY are
faced with the potential for unprecedented population growth and development; and

Whereas, Sonoma Valley, with its beautiful landscape, historic buildings, and
growing industries producing wine, dairy, and other agricultural products, is an ideal
environment for local residents and businesses; and

Whereas, it is in the public interest that COUNTY and CITY coordinate their
local planning activities; and

Whereas, this coordination is enhanced by better communication; and

"Whereas, Government Code section 65101 authorizes the establishment of joint
advisory agencies through a plan or organization mutually agreeable to cooperating
counties and cites; and

Whereas, COUNTY and CITY have established the Sonoma Valley Citizens
Advisory Commission (“the Commission”) pursuant to Government Code section 65101
as-a joint advisory agency to provide a regular forum for citizen participation in the
formation of public policy, to consider local planning issues concerning the Sonoma
Valley, to evaluate solutions to these issues, to advise elected officials and other decision
makers, and to form a bridge for communication between the various governmental
agencies and the general public; and

Whereas, COUNTY and CITY desire to continue the Commission in existence
for a period of five (5) years. .

CDH 58822.0 01/21/09
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OPERATIVE PROVISIONS

NOW, THEREF ORE, BE IT AGREED as follows:

1. By virtue of resolutions of COUNTY and CITY authorizing the execution
of this Agreement, the Commission is hereby continued in existence.

2. The Commission shall be empowered from January 1, 2009, to December
31,2013 (“the five-year term”), and shall be subject to review by COUNTY and CITY
each year of its existence. The Commission may, at the conclusion of the five-year term,
be continued for a time certain upon mutual consent of COUNTY and CITY, subject to
periodic review as previously defined.

3. COUNTY and CITY reserve the right to terminate this Agreement and the
Commission at any time upon mutual agreement, or upon sixty (60) days notice from
either party to the other.

4, The boundaries and area subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission are
shown in Exhibit “A,” attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference.

5. The Commission shall consist of eleven (11) commissioners, two (2)
alternates, two (2) emeritus (non-voting) commissioners, and two (2) ex-officio (non-
voting) members. The commissioners, alternates, and emeritus commissioners shall be .
from the Subareas shown in Exhibit “A.” The ex-officio members shall be -
representatives from COUNTY and CITY. Representation shall be generally based upon
the population distribution of the Sonoma Valley. It is understood that in addition to
meeting the following geographical criteria, it is desirable that the commissioners,
alternates, and emeritus commissioners represent a wide range of interest, varied
experience and expertise, and include members of the general public to encourage a
greater voice in local government decisions. Commissioners, alternates, emeritus
commissioners, and ex-officio members shall be selected as follows:

(a)  Representing COUNTY:

(1)  El Verano West: three (3) commissioners from the area
covered by the portions of Subareas 3, 4, and 10 that lie to the west of Sonoma Creek.

(2)  Springs East: two (2) commissioners from the area covered by
the portions of Subareas 3 and 9 that lie to the east of Sonoma Creek.

(3)  North Valley: two (2) commissioners from the area covered
by Subareas 5, 6, 7, and 8.

CDH 58822.6 01/21/09
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(4)  South Valley: one (1) commissioner from the area covered by
Subareas 11, 12, 13, and 14.

(5)  One (1) alternate from the area covered by Subareas 3 — 14,
inclusive.

(6)  One (1) emeritus commissioner from the area covered by
Subareas 1 ~ 14, inclusive, who shall be a former commissioner or alternate.

(7)  One (1) ex-officio member from COUNTY’s Planning
Agency, which is comprised of the Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission, Board of
Zoning Adjustments, and Permit and Resource Management Department staff,

(b)  Representing CITY:

(1)  City of Sonoma: three (3) commissioners and one (1) alternate
from the area covered by Subareas 1 and 2, being the city of Sonoma and its primary
sphere of influence.

(2)  One (1) emeritus commissioner from the area covered by
Subareas 1 and 2, who shall be a former commissioner or alternate. ‘

(3) . One (1) ex-officio member from CITY’s Planning Agency,
which is comprised of the City Council, Planning Commission, and Planning Department
staff.

6. One commissioner shall be designated and shall act as representative of
public service agencies, such as water, fire, school, and other districts or entities.

7. The commissioners, alternate, emeritus commissioner, and ex-officio
member representing COUNTY shall be appointed by COUNTY’s Board of
Supervisors. The commissioners, alternate, emeritus commissioner, and ex-officio
member representing CITY shall be appointed by CITY’s City Council.

8. The Commission shall review and make recommendations on policy
matters affecting the Sonoma Valley and on development projects of valley-wide
significance.

9. The Commission may also, from time to time, hold publicly noticed “town
hall meetings” to inform local citizens, provide a forum for local citizens within the
Sonoma Valley to raise and discuss local planning issues of importance, and to
recommend long range policy direction for resolution of those issues.

CDH 58822.6 01721409
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10.  The rules and procedures for governance of the Commission shall be as set
forth in Exhibit “B,” attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference. The rules
and procedures may be amended or modified upon mutual consent of COUNTY and

CITY.

11.  COUNTY and CITY, through their respective planning agencies, shall
cooperate with the Commission to reach the goals of this Agreement.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, COUNTY and CITY have executed this Agreement
as set forth below. :

COUNTY:
County of Sonoma

By:

Chair, Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:

Robert Deis, Clerk of the
Board of Supervisors

CITY:
City of Sonoma
By:
Mayor
ATTEST:
City Clerk

CDH 58822.6 01721109
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EXHIBIT “B”
SONOMA VALLEY CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION
RULES AND PROCEDURES

I. COMMISSIONERS

A. Appointment: Appointment of COUNTY’s eight commissioners, one
alternate, one emeritus commissioner, and one ex-officio member shall be made by
COUNTY’s Board of Supervisors. Appointment of CITY s three commissioners, one
alternate, one emeritus commissioner, and one ex-officio member shall be made by
CITY’s City Council.

B. Qualifications: Each commissioner and alternate shall be a resident of, and
registered voter in, the area represented by that commissioner.

C. Terms of Office: Commissioners and alternates shall serve two-year terms
at the pleasure of their appointing authority, with no commissioner or alternate serving
more than two consecutive terms. In any case, COUNTY and CITY each reserve the
right to terminate a commissioner or alternate which it appointed regardless of the term of
appointment. Emeritus commissioners and ex-officio members shall serve at the pleasure
of their appointing authority.

D. Duties of Commissioners:

1. To attend and participate in meetings of the Commission.

2. To study and analyze appropriate material submitted.

3. To participate in discussions and research and write necessary
reports.

4. To serve on such subcommittees as may be designated by the
Commission. '

5. To aid the public in understanding and participating in local planning

1ssues, and the processes of local government.

E. Vacancies: In event of termination, death, resignation, or inability to serve
on the part of any commissioner or alternate, such condition shall be brought to the
attention of the appointing authority. “Inability to serve” shall be determined by a
majority vote of the Commission. If any commissioner shall miss two (2) consecutive
regular meetings without a valid excuse, the appointing authority shall be notified and
requested to appoint a more active replacement.

CDH 58823.7 ' 012149

20




At any time that a vacancy occurs, either COUNTY or CITY, as the case -
may be, shall have sixty (60) days to fill said vacancy. Should either COUNTY or CITY
fail to act in the time specified, the Commission shall have the authority to make the
appointment to accordance with the prescribed membership.

F. Officers: At the first meeting in each calendar year, the Commission shall
elect a Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary. The Chair shall perform the functions specified
in these Rules and Procedures. When the Chair is absent, the Vice Chair shall assume the
duties of the Chair. If the Chair and the Vice Chair are both absent, the remaining
members of the Commission shall select one of its members to act as Chair Pro Tempore.
The Secretary shall act as secretary to the Commission.

G. Office: The principal place of business of the Commission shall be
determined by the Commission. At a minimum, there shall be a telephone number where
information may be obtained by the public, and a place where the agenda may be publicly
posted. This need not be the same place as where the Commission itself meets.

H.  Compensation: Commissioners shall serve without compensation.
II. MEETINGS

A.  Frequency and location: Meetings of the Commission shall be on an “as
needed” basis as decided by the Commission. The time of the meetings shall be
scheduled to maximize assistance to COUNTY’s Board of Supervisors and CITY’s City
Council and their staffs. All meetings shall be held within the area shown on Exhibit “A”
and shall be in a public building, accessible to the public, with facilities to accommodate
interested members of the public.

B. Brown Act: All meetings and all deliberations of the Commission shall be
open to the public and shall be governed by the Brown Act.

C. - Rules of Procedure: All meetings of the Commission shall be conducted,
insofar as practical, according to Roberts Rules of Order or other parliamentary authority
adopted by the Commission.

D. Presiding Official: The Chair, or the Vice Chair in the Chair’s absence,
shall preside over all meetings of the Commission. In case of absence of both the Chair
and the Vice Chair, the Chair Pro Tempore shall preside.

E. Agenda: The Chair shall be responsible for setting the agenda of each
meeting of the Commission. Each agenda shall be reviewed by COUNTY?’s First District
Supervisor and by CITY’s Mayor. COUNTY’s First District Supervisor and CITY’s
Mayor shall assign respective staff to attend as needed.

CDH 58823.7 01/21/09
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F. Voting: Each member of the Commission is entitled to one vote. A
member may abstain from voting in cases of conflict of interest, in which case he or she
must state what the conflict is. No proxies shall be permitted. All votes shall be public
and properly recorded. Ex-officio members shall not be entitled to vote.

G. Minutes of Meeting: The minutes of each meeting of the Comrmission shall
include a copy of the Agenda, the official public record of the meeting, and shall indicate
any actions taken by the Commission. A copy of the minutes shall be sent to COUNTY
and CITY.

H. Special Meetings: Special meetings of the Commission may be called by
the Chair or a majority of the Commission. No special meeting shall be held without
compliance with the Brown Act.

L Notice of meetings: Notice of meetings of the Commission shall, at a
minimum, comply with the Brown Act. The Commission shall give such additional
notice as COUNTY’s Board of Supervisors or CITY’s City Council may request.

J. Quorum: Six voting members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum
of the Commission. ’

K. Alternate: CITY’s alternate shall serve only in the absence of one of
CITY’s commissioners. Likewise, COUNTY’s alternate shall serve only in the absence -
of one of COUNTY’s commissioners. Bach alternate who serves is entitled to one vote.

CDH 58823.7 01721109
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RESOLUTION NO.

- DATED:

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF
SONOMA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZING THE CHAIR TO
EXECUTE A JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF SONOMA
CONTINUING THE SONOMA VALLEY CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION
FOR A PERIOD OF FIVE (5) YEARS FROM JANUARY 1, 2009, TO
DECEMBER 31, 2013

RESOLVED, by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Sonoma, that:

Whereas, the County and the City of Sonoma (“the City”) have established the
Sonoma Valley Citizens Advisory Commission (“the Commission”) pursuant to
Government Code section 65101 as a joint advisory agency to provide a regular forum for
citizen participation in the formation of public policy, to consider local planning issues
concerning the Sonoma Valley, to evaluate solutions to these issues, to advise elected
officials and other decision makers, and to form a bridge for communication between the
various governmental agencies and the general public; and

Whereas, the County and the City mutually desire to continue the Commission in
existence for five (5) years from January 1, 2009, to December 31, 2013;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes the Chair to
execute a Joint Powers Agreement with the City of Sonoma continuing the Sonoma
Valley Citizens Advisory Commission for a period of five (5) years from January 1, 2009,
to December 31, 2013.

SUPERVISORS:
BROWN KERNS ZANE CARRILLO KELLEY
AYES NOES ABSTAIN ABSENT

SO ORDERED

CDH 995331 01/21/09
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JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF SONOMA
AND THE CITY OF SONOMA CONTINUING THE
SONOMA VALLEY CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION

' This Agreement is made and entered into this b+l day OWM, by
and between the County of Sonoma, 2 political snbdivision of the State of alifornia -
(“COUNTY"), and the City of Sonoma, a general law city (“CITY™).

RECITALS

Whereas, COUNTY and CITY share responsibility for local'planming in the
Sonoma Valley; and : .

‘Whereas, according to statewide growth Iiroj ections, COUNTY and CITY are
faced with the potential for unprecedented population growth and developmezit; and

Whereas, Sonoma Valley, with its beantiful landscape, historic buildings, and
growing industries producing wine, dairy, and other agricultural products, is an ideal
environment for local résidents and businesses; and ' :

Whereas, it is i the public interest that COUNTY and CITY coordinate their
local planning activities; and :

Whereas, this coordination is enhanced by better communication; and

Whereas, Government Code section 65101 anthorizes the establishment of joint
advisory agencies through a plan or organization mutually agreeable to cooperating
counties and cites; and

‘Whereas, COUNTY and CITY have established the Somoma Valley Citizens
Advisory Commission (“the Commission”) pursuant to Government Code section 65101
as a joint advisory agency 10 provide a regular forum for citizen participation n the
formation of public policy, 10 consider local planning issnes concerning the Sonoma
Valley, to evaluate solutions o fhese issues, to advise elected officials and other decision
malkers, and to form a bridge for commumnication between the various governmental

agencies and the general public; and .

Whereas, COUNTY and CITY desire to contine thé Cominission in existence
for aperiod of five (5) years. -

25




'OPERATIVE PROVISIONS
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AGREED as follows:

1. By virtue of resolutions of COUNTY and CITY authorizing the exectrtion
of this Agreement, the Contmission is hereby contimued in existence. -

2. The Commission shall be empowéred from January 1, 2004, to December
31, 2008 (“the five-year term”), and shall be subject to review by COUNTY and CITY
each year of its existence. The Commussion may, at the conclusion of the five-year term,
be continued for a time certain upon mutual consent of COUNTY and CITY, subject to

periodic review as prsvmusly defined.

i COUNTY and C‘I’I‘Y TESeIve the right to ferminate ﬂllS Agrecmcnt and the
Commission af ‘anytime ipon ‘mutual agreement, or upon sixty (60) days notice from
either party to the other.

4. The Bouﬁdéiias;and,‘érggﬁgﬁquzc;ivtbaﬂ;é jﬁrisdicﬁoﬁ 'of the Cornmission are
shown in Exhibit “A,” attached hereto and by this reference incorporated herein.

5. The Commission shall consist of elevén (11) commissioners, two (2)
alternates, and two (2) ex-officio.(non-voting) members from the subareas shown in
Exhibit “A.” Representation shall be generally based upon:the population distribution of
the Sonoma Valley. -Itis understood that inaddifion to meeting the following
geographlcal criteria, it is desirable that the commissioners represent 2 wide Tange of
i "s‘t vaned cxpenence and expertise, and include members of the general public to
cnoouragc i greatet voice in local government decisions. Commlsswners alternates, and
ex-officio members shall be selected as follows:

()  Repissenting CITY:

7 ) Clty of Scmoma three (3) commissioners and one (1) altemate
; _from the area covered by subareas #1 and #2, being the city of Sonoma and its primary
sphere of influence. B ‘

(2)  One (1).ex-officio member from subareas #1 and #2
representing CITY?s Planning Agency, which is compnscd of the City Council, Planning
Commission, and Planning Department staff.

(b)  Representing COUNTY:
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) (1)  El Verano West: three commissioners from the area
covered by the portions of subareas #3, #4, and #10 that lie to the west of Sonoma Creek.

A (2)  Springs East: two (2) commissioners from the area covered by
the portions of subareas #3 and #9 that lie to the east of Sonoma Creek.

. _ (3)  North Valley: two (2) commissioners from the area covered
by subareas #5, #6, #7, and #8. / '

o (4)  South Valley: one (1) commissioner from the area covered by
subareas #11, #12; #13, and #14. :

) One (1) alternate from the unincorporated portion of Sonoma
Valley that lies outside of the area covered by subareas #1 and #2. -

_ (6) One(l) ex-officio member from the area outside of subareas
#1 and #2 representing COUNTY’s Planning Agency, which is comprised of the Board
of Supervisors, Planning Commission, Board of Zoning Adjusiments, and Permit and
" Resource Management Department staff. o '

6. One commissioner shall be designated and shall act as representative of
public service agencies, such as water, fire, school, and other districts or entities.

7.  The commissioners, alternate, and ex-officio member representing
COUNTY shall be appointed by COUNTY’s Board of Supervisors. - The commissioners,
aliernate, and ex-officio mémber representing CITY shall be appointed by CITY’s City
Council. S : : .

_ 8. The Commiission shall review and make recommendations on policy matters E
affecting the Sdnoma Valley and on development projects of valley-wide significance.

0. The Commission may also, from time to fime, hold publicly noticed “fown
hall meetings” to inform local citizens, provide a fornm for local citizens within the
Sonoma Valley to raise and discuss local planning issues of importance, and to
recommend long range policy direction for resolution of those 1ssues.

' 10.  Therules and procadﬁres for govémance of the Commission shall be as set
forth in Exhibit “B,” attached bereto .and by this reference incorporated herein. The rules
and procedures may be amended-or modified upon mutual consent of COUNTY and

CITY.

11. COUNTY and CITY, throngh their respective planning agencies, shall
coaperate with the Commission fo reach the goals of this Agreement. :
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s IN WITNESS WHEREOF, COUNTY and CITY have executed this Agresment
as set forth below.

3 COUNTY:
o B County of Sonoma :
~ Dated:_(/]/0Y ' : Bymm
b : Chair, Board of Superfvisors

ATTEST:
PICY: IRy 77 %

County Clerk and Bx—ofﬁciér Clerk .

of the Board of Supervisors

CITY:

City of Sonoma
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EXHIBIT “B”
SON OMA VALLEY CITIZENS ADVISORY COMZMISSION
RULES AND PROCEDURES

X COI\MVL'[SSIONERSI

A, Appomtmant Appomnnent of thc e1ght commlssmne:rs alternate, and ex—
officio member from subareas #3 - #14 shall be made by COUNTY’s Board of.
Supervisors. Appointment of the three vommissioners, alternate, and ex-officio member
from subareas #1 and #2 shall be appomted by CITY?s City Council. :

B.. Quah_ﬁcations Each comrmissioner and altemnate shall be a Fosidert of, and
regxstcred votcr m, the ares’ rcprﬂscntad by that GDmJIllSSanBI ,

C. Terms of: Ofﬁcs_' Commissioners shall serve twc>~ysar terms at the pleasure
of thel:r appomtmg auth -with no commissioner serving more than two consecutive
terms: - Bx~officio members appomtcd pursnant o subparagrapbs 5 (a)(2) and 5 (b)(6) of
- thé Joint Powers, Agrsamant :shall.serve at the-pleasure of their appomuncr authority, Tn
any case, COUNTY #nd CITY h:resarvc the Tight to termma.te 2 coinmissioner Wmoh

5 appomtment ‘

it appomtad Iacrardle

D, Dufies’ ssioners:.
dparmmpata m meatmgs of tbe COI]I!II_‘LSSIOII

2. "To stady: amd analyze appropnate matenal submittéd.

-3 To partxclpatc in dlscussmns and rcsearch and write necessary
' TEpOItS. . - .
" 4., Toserve on such subcomm;ﬁ:tcas as may be designated by the
© Commission. B

5. To aid the pubhc m undcrst;mdmg and parh01patmg in looal planm_ng e
" - issnes; and'the proccsscs Df local government.

E. VEV‘EILClSS In BVﬁnt of termmation, dcath, reswna’mon oT mablllty o serve
on the part of any commmissioner or alternate, such condition shaﬂ be bronght to the
attention of the appointing auﬂmnty “Inability to serve” shall be determined by a
majority vote of the Commission. If any commissioner shall miss two (2) consecutive
regular meetings without a valid excuse, the appointing anthority-shall. be notLﬁcd and
requested to appoint a more: -active Teplacement,

CDH 58823 ' ‘ 12-22-03
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At any time that a vacancy 0OcCUrs, either COUNTY or CTTY, as the case
may-be, shall have sixty (60) dzys to &1] said vacancy. Should either COUNTY or CITY
fail to act in the time specified, the Commission shall have the authority to make the
appointment to accordance with the prescribed membership. :

F. Officers: Af the first mesting in each calendar year, the Commission shall
elect a Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary. The Chair shall perform the functions specified
in these Rules and Procedures. When the Chair is absent, the Vice Chair shall assume the
duties of the Chair, If the Chair and the Vice Chair are both absent, the Temaining
members of the Commission shall select one of its members to act as Chair Pro Tempore.

The Secretary shall act as secretary to-the Commission.

G.  Office: Theprincipal place of business of the Commission shall be
determined by the Commission. At a minimum, there shall be a telephone number where
information may be obtained by the public, and 2 place where the agenda may be publicly
posted. - This need not be the same place as where the Commission itself meets.

H.  Compensation: Commissioners shall serve without compensation. -
I MEETINGS
A Ffeqﬁcncy and location: 'Meaﬁhgs of the Cornmission shall be on an “as -
needed” basis as decided by the Commission. The time of the mestings shall be
scheduled to maximize:assistance to COUNTYs Board of Supervisors and CITY’s City
. Council and their staffs. All meetings shall be held within the area shown on Exhibit “A™
« and shall be ina public building, accessible to the public, with facilities to accommodate
interested memibers of the public. : '
‘B. . Brown Act: All mestings and ail deliberations of the Commission shall be
open o the public and shall be govemed by the Brown Act. :

C. Rules of Procedure: All meetings of the Commission shall be conducted, '
insofar as practical, accarding 1o Roberts Rules of Order or other parliamentary authority

adopted by the Commission.

D. Preéidfng Official: The Chair, or the Vice Chair in the Chair’s absence;
shall preside-over all mestings of the Commussion. In case of absence of both the Chair
and the Vice Chair, the Chair Pro Tempore shall preside. -

E. Agenda: The Chair shall be responsible for setting the agenda of each

meeting of the Commission. Each agenda shall be reviewsd by COUNTY s First District

CDH 58823
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Supermsor and by CITY’s Mayor. COUNTY’s First District Supervisor and CITYs
Mayor shall assign respective staff to attend as needed.

F. Voung Each member of the Commlssmn is entitled to one vote. A
member may abstain from voting in cases of conflict of interest, in which case he or she
must state what the conflict is. No proxies shall be permitted. All votes shall be public
and properly recorded. Ex-officio members shall not be entitled to vote.

G. Minutes of Meeting: The minutes of each meeting of the Commission shall
include a copy of the Agenda, the official pubhc record of the meeting, and shall indicate
any actions talken by the Comlmssmn A copy of'the mmutes shall be sent to COUNTY

and CITY.

"H.  Special Meetmgs Spemal meetings of the Commission may be called by
the Chair or a majority of the Commxssmn No spcclal meeting shall be held without
compliance- w1th the Brown-Act. SR .

L Notice of meetings: Notice of mestings of the-Commission shall, ata
minimum, comply with the Brown Act. The Commission shall give such additional
notlce as COUNTY’S Boa:rd @f Suparmsors or CITY’S Clty Councﬂ may request.

o Querum Sxx Voﬁno mem"bers)of tha Connmssmn shall constitutea quorim =~
of the Comrmission.” ‘

e rviihE
Y

K. Alternate: CITY’s alternate shall serve only in the absence of a
Commissioner from subareas #1 and #2. Likewise, COUNTY s alternate shall serve only
in the absence of a Commissioner from the area out51de of subareas #1 and #2. Each
alternate who serves is entitled to-one vote.” -
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#33
RESOLUTION NO._ 04-0026

DATED: January 6, 2004

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF

SONOMA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZING THE CHAIR TO
EXECUTE A JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF SONOMA.
CONTINUING THE SONOMA VALLEY CITIZENS ADVISORY CONMMISSION
FOR A PERIOD OF FIVE (5) VEARS FROM JANUARY 1, 2004, TO

DECEMBER 31, 2008

RESOLVED, by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Sonoma, that:
Whereas, the County and the City of Sonoma (“the City”) have established the
Sonoma Valley Citizens Advisory Commission (“the Commission™) pursuant to
Government Code section 65101 as a joint advisory agency o provide a regular forum for

citizen participation in the formation of public policy, to consider local planning issues
concerning the Sonoma Valley, to evaluate solutions to these issues, to advise elected
officials and other decision makers, and to form 2 bridge for commumication between the
various governmenta] agencies and the general public; and '

Whereas, the County and the City mutually desire to continue the Comrnission in
existence for five (5) years from January 1, 2004, to December 31, 2008;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes the Chair to

execute a Joint Powers Agreement with the City of Sonoma continning the Sonoma
Valley Citizens Advisory Commission for a period of five (5) years from January 1,2004,

to December 31, 2008.

SUPERVISORS:

BROWN __ KERNS___ SMITH __ REILLY KELLEY #__‘
AYES_5 NOES_. ABSTAIN _,,__._ ABSENT e

SO ORDERED.
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JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF SONOMA
AND THE CITY OF SONOMA FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
SONOMA VALLEY CITIZEN’S ADVISORY COMIVIISSION

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into on this g day of Qctohey . 1998, by and between
the COUNTY OF SONOMA, a political subdivision of the State of California, (hereinafter "COUNTY ™),

and the CITY OF SONOMA, a general law city, (hereinafter “CITY™).

WITNESSETH

WHEREAS, County and City share responsibilities for the Sonoma Vallev; and
WHEREAS, according to recent statewide growth projections, County and City are faced with
the potential for unprecedented population growth and development; and

WHEREAS, Sonoma Valley, with its beautiful landscapes, historic buildings; and growing
industries producing wine, dairy and other agricultural products, is an ideal environment for local residents

and businesses; and .
WHEREAS, recent citizen-initiated efforts to influence local planning decisions demonstrate a

need for informed public participation through a formal citizens advisory commission; and

WHEREAS, it is in the public interest that County and City coordinate their planning activities;
and :
WHEREAS, this coordination would be enhanced by better communication; and
WHEREAS, Section 65101 of the Government Code provides for the establishment of a joint
advisory agency through-a plan or organization mutually agreeable to cooperating counties and cities: and

WHEREAS, there is presently no local public forum to deliberate planning decisions impacting
both the City of Sonoma and the unincorporated areas of the Sonoma Valley which considers the broad,
integrated picture and provides overall advice to the decision makers; and

" WHEREAS, such a joint advisory agency would provide a regular forum for citizen participation

in the formation of public policy, consider issues concerning the Sonoma Valley, evaluate solutions of
these issues, advise elected officials and other decision makers; and form 2 bridge for communication
between the various governmental agencies and the general public;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT AGREED as follows: )

1. By virtue of resolutions of County and City authorizing the execution of this agreement there is
hereby established the Sonoma Valley Citizen’s Advisory Commission (hereinafter “the Commission’).

* 2. The Commission shall be empowered for an extended period of five (3) years, and shall be
subject to review by County and City each year of its existence. The Commission may, at the conclusion
of the time specified, be continned for a time certain upon mutual consent of County and City, subject to
periodic review as previously defined. . :

3. County and City reserve the right to terminate this agreement and/or the C ornmission at any
time upon mutual agresment, or upon sixty (60) days notice from either party 0 the other.

4 The boundaries of the area which is subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission are shown in
Exhibit A attached hereto and by this reference incorporated hereir. )

5. The Commission shall consist of eleven (11) commissioners. two (2) alternates, andtwo (2) ex-
officio (non-voting) members as follows from the subareas shown in Exhibit A. This representation is
generally based upon the population distribution of the Sonoma Valley. It is understood that inaddition to
rmeeting the following geographical criteria. it is desirable that the commissioners represent awide range
of interest. varied experience and expertise. and include members of the general pubiic to encourage a
greater voice in local government decisions.
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(a) City of Sonoma: three (3) commissioners, and one (1) alternate from the area
covered by subareas #1 and #2, being the City of Sonoma and its primary sphere

of influence.

(b) One member from subareas #| and #2 representing the City of Sonoma Planning
Agency, which is comprised of the City Council, Planning Commission and
Planning Department staff,

» (¢) - El Verano West: three (3) commissioners from the area covered by the portions of
subareas #3 and #4, and #10, which lie to the west of Sonoma Creek.

(d) Springs East: two (2)-commissions from the area covered by the portion of
subareas #3 and #9 which lie to the east of Sonoma Creek.

(e) North Valley: one (1) commissioner from the area covered by subareas #5 and #6,
#7 and #8.
- (D South Valley: one (1) commissioner from the area covered by subareas#11, #12,
#13 and #14.
(,g)A. . _ One (1) alternate from the unincorporated portion of Sonomé Valley which lies

outside of the area covered by subareas #1 and #2.

(h) One (1) member from the-area-outside of subareas #1 and #2: representing the
County Planning-Agency; which is comprised of the Board.df:Supervisors,
Planmng Commission, Board of Zoning: Adjustments sand- PRMD staff.

.6, One .of the commissioners.above-shall:be: destgnated -and shall act as: representatwe of public
service agencies, such as water, fire; school or other districts or entities.

7. All of the commissioners of the Commission shall be appointed by County’s Board of
Supervisors except those commissioners representing City who.shall be dppointed by the City Council:

8. The Commission shall review and. make recommendations on policy:matters affecting the
Sonoma Val[ey and on development projects of valley. wide significance. ‘

9 The Commxssxon may aIso from time to time, hold publicly notzced \town hall meetings”
order to. mform local citizens, provide a forum for local citizens-within the valley toraise and dlSCUSS
issues.of importance, and to recommend long.range policy-direction forresolution of such-issues.

10. Within 60 days of execution of this agreement. commissioners shall be appointed by County
and City. Within 30 days following the appointment-of-4ll commissioners, the Commniission shall conduct
its first meeting at a time and place specified by the First District Supervisor or his representative, who
shall serve temporarily as Chair Pro Tem until election of the-Chair by the Commission.

t1. The Comnmission shall adopt all additional rules and procedures necessary for the govemance
of the. Commission. :

12. City and County. through their respective planning.agencies. shall~cooperate-with. the-
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Commission such that the goals of this agreement may be reached.

13. All members, incorporated and unincorporated. regular commissioners. ex-officio members.
and alternates shall be subject to the rules and regulations of the Fair Political Practices Act as amended
and regulated by the Fair Political Practices Commission. Members shall file appropriate financial
disclosure forms with the County Clerk and shall conform to pertinent FPPC section regarding conflict of

interest, and resulting disqualification arising therefrom.
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SONOMA VALLEY CITIZEN' ADVISORY COMMISSION

AMENDED RULES AND PROCEDURES

- COMMISSIONERS

A.

Appointment: Appointment of the eight commissioners, alternate and ex-officio memnb er
from subareas 3-14 as shown in Exhibit A shall be made by the Board of Supervisors.
Appointment of the three commissioners, alternate, ex-officio member from subareas 1
and 2 shall be appointed by the City Council of the City of Sonoma. At the time of
appointment, the City Council and the Board of Supervisors shall designate appointees to
one or two year terms as provided in C below.

Qualifications: Each commissioner and alternate shall be a resident of, and registered
voter in, the area represented by that commissioner. - :

Terms of Office: Commissioners shall serve at the pleasure of their appointing authority,
with no commissioner serving more than two consecutive terms. Members appointed
pursuant to subparagraph 5 (b) or 5 (h) shall also serve at the pleasure of their appointinig
authority. In any case, the County and City each reserve the right to terminate 2
commissioner which it appointed regardless of the term of appointment. .

Duties of Commissioners:

To attend and participate in meetings of the Commission

To study and analyze appropriate material submitted.

To participate in discussions, research and writing of necessary reports.
To serve on such subcommittees as may be designated by the Commission.
To aid the public in understanding and participating in local issues, and the
processes of local government.

G N

Vacancies: In event of termination, death, resignation or inability to serve on the part of
any commissioner, such condition shall be brought to the attention of the appointing
agency. “Inability to serve” shall be determined by a majority vote of the Commission. If
any commissioner shall miss two (2) consecutive regular meetings without a valid excuse,
the appointing body shall be notified and requested to appoint a more active replacemernt.

At any time that a vacancy occurs, either County or City, as the case may be, shall have
sixty (60) days to fill said vacancy. Should either County or City fail to act in the time
specified, the Commission shall have the authority to make the appointment in accordance
with the prescribed membership.

-Chair: The Chair shall be elected by the Commission and shall serve as Chair for a period

of one vear. He or she shall preside over all meetings of the Commission.

Vice Chair: The Vice Chair shall be elected by the Commission and shall serve fora
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period of one year and shall fulfill the functions of the Chair in his or her absence.

Chair Pro Tem: The Chair Pro Tem shall be elected by the Commission and shall serve as
Chair Pro Tem for a period of one year and shall act as Secretary to the Commission.

Office: The principal place of business of the commission shall be determined by the
Commission. At a minimum, there shall be a telephone number where information may
be obtained by the public, and a place where the agénda may be publicly posted. This
need not be the same place as where the Commission itself meets.

Compensation: Commissioners shall serve without compensation.

MEETINGS

A

Frequency and location: Meetings shall be on an “as needed” basis as decided by the
Commission. The time of the meetings shall be scheduled to maximize assistance to the’
Board of Supervisors and the City Council and their staffs. All mestings shall be held
within the area shown on Exhibit A and shall be in a public building, accessible to the
public, with facilities to accommodate interested members of the public.

Brown Act: All meetings and all deliberatious of this body shall be open to the public and
shall be governed by the Brown Act. Sessions are to be operated. insofar as possible,
according to Roberts Rules of Order.

Presiding Official: The Chair, or Vice Chair in the Chair’s absence, shall preside over the
meetings. In case of absence of both parties, 2 Chair Pro Tem shall preside.

Agenda: The Chair of the Commission shall be responsible for setting the agenda of each
meeting. Each agenda shall be reviewed by the First District Supervisor for the Counity
and by the Mayor of the City. The Supervisor-and Mayor shall assign respective staff to

attend as needed.

Voting: Each Commissioner is entitled to one vote. A Commissioner may abstain from
voting in cases of conflict of interest, in which case he or she must state what the conflict
is. No proxies shall be permitted. All votes shall be public and properly recorded. Ex-
officio members shall not be entitled to vote. :

Minutes of Meeting: The minutes shall include a copy of the Agenda, the official public |

_record of the meeting, and will indicate any actions which are taken. A copy ofthese

minutes shall be sent to the City and County.

Special meetings may be called by the Chair or a majority of the Commission. No special
meeting shall be held without compliance with the Brown Act.

Notice of meetings: Notice of meetings shall, at a minimum. comply with the Brown Act.
The Commission shall give such additional notice as the Board of Supervisorsor the Ciry
Council may request.

Quorum: Six voting members of the Commission shall constitute a quorurm.
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Commissioner from the aretourside of subareas #1 and #2. Each alternare who serves {s
entitled 1 one vote, . .

Dated AL % 4’7(’3 /’./mjufzjl ﬂ?cff / ? 7:)/

CITY OF SONOMA

Mavor
ATTEST: . '
%@Mz@‘%’
o City Clerk: a
COUNTY OF SONOMA
Pm VY f Kol
By {7~ 0~ /7
Chairman. Board of Suffervisors
ATTEST:
-2 A

Clerk, Board of Supervisors

10/06/9K
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JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF SONOMA
AND THE CITY OF SONOMA FOR THE ESTABUSHMENT OF
SONOMA VALLEY CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION

@ THIS-AGREEMENT, made and entered into on this /2 - day of
ulm ber . 189 3 _, by and between the COUNTY OF SONOMA, a political subdivisian of the
State of Calitornia, (hereinafter "COUNTY?), and the CITY OF SONOMA, a general law city, (hereinafter

"CITY?) .

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, County and City share responsibiilties for the Sonoma Valley; and ,

WHEREAS, accarding to recent statewide. growth projections, County and City are taced with
the potential for unprecedented popuiation growth and development; and . : e

WHEREAS, Sonama Valley, with its beautiful-landscapes, historic buildings; and growing
industries.producing wine, dairy and-other agricuitural products, is an ideal environmert for local -

residents and businesses; and . T ’ ’ .

* WHEREAS, recent citizen-nitiated effdits to iriflence local planning decisions demonstrate a
need-for informed public participation through a tormal citizens advisory commission; and
WHEREAS, it is in the public interest that Caunty and City coordinate their planning activities;
and : ' . : L S . o
WHEREAS, this coordination would be enhanced by-bétter communicatiorn; and )

: WHEREAS, Section 65101 of the Government Code provides for the establishment of a joint
advisory agency through a plan or orgaaization mutugily ‘agre.a_'ak\ble, to cooperating counties and cities;
and : o -

WHEREAS, there is presently no local pubiic farum to-deliberate planning decisions impacting
both the City of Sonoma and the unincarparated areas.gtihe Sonoma Valley which considers the broad,
' : -miakers; and ’ '
de a regular forur for citizen participation
#he Sonoma Valley, evaluate solutions of

integrated picture and provides overall advice to'the decisibn
WHEREAS, such a joint advisory agency wouild pi

in the formation of public policy, consider issues concernifig

these issues, advise elected officials and other decision:m: kers, -and form a.bridge for communication

between the various governmental agencies andthe gehe’?alfbmbﬁc; .
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AGREED as fallows: 7

1. By virtue of resolutions of Gounty and City autherizing the execution of this agreement

there is hereby established the Sonoma Valley Citizer's Advisory- Commission (hereinafter “the
" Commission’). |~ . , : ‘

2. The Commission shall be empowered for a period of five (5) years, and shall be subject
to review by County and Gity each year of tS existence. The Commission may, at the conciusiont of the
time specified, be continued for a.time certain upon mutual consent of County and City, subject to
periodic review as previously defined. ; ‘

.3 County and City reserve the right to terminate this agreement and/or the Commission at
any time upon mutual agreement, or upon sixty (60) days noticefrom either party to the other.

4. . ‘The boundaries of the area whictiis subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission are
shown in Exhibit A attached hersto and by this reference incorparated herein. . )

5. The Commission shall consist of eleven (11):commissioners, twa (2) alternates, and'two
(2) exafficio (non-voting) members as follows from the subareas shown in Exhibit A. This representation

 Is generally based upon the population distribution of the Sonoma Valley. It is understood thatin
addition to meeting the following geographical criteria, it is desirable that the-commissioners represent a
wide range of interests, varied experience and expertise, and include members of the general public to
gncourage a greater vaice in local governmertt decisions. :
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(b)

(c)

" (e

0.

(=)

M.

'4*7 and #8.

City of Sonoma: three (3) cormmissioners, and ane (1) aternate from the. area
covered by subareas #1 and #2, bemg the City of Sonoma and its primary
sphere of mlluence

One ex-afficic member from subareas #1 and #2 represemmg the City of
Sonoma Planning Agency, which is compnsed afthe City Council, Planning
Commission, and Planning Depanmem staff,

-El Verano West: three {3) commissioners franrthe areg. covered by the pomons
of subareas #3.and #4 and #m which lie to the west of Sanoma Greek. ’

Springs East two (2) commissioners from the area covered, by the pomon of
subareas # 3 ancl #9 which lie to the east of Sonoma Creek.

‘North Valley: two (2) commlssxoners frorn the area covered by subareas #5, #8,

<

" South Valley ‘one- (1) epmmlssmner from lhe area covered by subareas # 11,

#12 #13, and #14‘

) : nate ﬁ'cm the unmcorporat cl p 'mon of Sonerna Valley whlc:h lies
earea overed by— _ barea ‘ . )

,One (1) ex-officio memberfrom‘the area:outside of subareas #1 and #2 )
: ‘representmg the County Planning Agency. which'is comprlsed af the Board of

Superwsors. Planmncx Commtssnon. Boarcl af Zomng Adjustments and Plannlng

; Department staff

; mmxssmners‘above shall be: desrgnated and’shall” act as representatxve af

pubhc ser\nce agencnes sucl‘l.as water, fir A'schopl or otherdistricts:orentities.

Commission hallbe g ppoirted by County § Board of

osa cemmxssnoners represermng Gity’who shall-be appainted -by-the Clty Council.
he Commlssxon shall review and: migke recommeéndations on palicy mattérs aﬁectmg

the Soncma Valley and on development projects of valleywu:le significance,

9,

i hold publicly-foticed ~town hall meetings*

-..in order to mform local cmzens provide a forum ‘tor jocal cmzens within the-valleyto raise and discuss
lSSLlES of lmportance ancl 1o: recommend long range pollcyﬂxremlen ffor resalution of such issues.

1Q. Withinis0 days of execitian of this-agreement, ‘commissioners shall be-appainted by
County and: Clty Within:3Q days following: the appointment of all-commissioners, the Commission shall

conduct its hrst meetlng at a time’
represemanve who shall serv

"Commission.

I

Con’lmlssxon sul:h 'hat the goals of thlS agréement may be reached
- All members lncorporated and umncorporated regular commzss:oners ex-ofﬁc»o

nded and regulared by the Faxr Polztzcal Pracnces Commxssmn Members shall fite appropnare
ial disclosure forms with the County ‘Clerk.and.shall'confarm-to pertinent: FRRG sectlon regarding

i place specn“ ied by the FlrstDlstnct Supervxsor or his,

confllct.of_ lnferest,,and resulting disqhalification® ansxng therefrom. -
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A

= Presxdmg Otf cxal The’ Cha;r, or, Vlce-Cha i Ihe Cha

. staff: to attend as needed

' imlnutes shal( be sent tothe Gty ‘and County -

Chair Pro Tem: The Chair Pro Tem shall be elected by the Commission and shall serve
as Chair Pro Tem for a period of one year and shall actas Secretary to the Commission.

Office: The pnnmpahplace of business of the Cammzssnon shan be determmed by the

- Commission. As a minimum, there shall be a telephone number where information may
be obtained by the public, and a place where the agenda may be publicly posted .This
reed not be the'same place as where the Commxssxon itself meets,

Compensation: Commjssioners shall serve without campensation.

. Meeting's

Frequency and Jocation: Meetings shall be on an *as needed" basis as decided by the
Commission. The time of the meetings shall.be scheduled to maximize assistance to the
Board of Supervisars and City Council and their staffs. All mestings shall be held within
the area shown on Exhibit A and shal be in a public building, accesszble to the pubhc.

‘, wnth facmtles to accommodate mterested members of the piblie.” . ¢ .

@ Brown Act Aﬂ meetmgs and all dehberations af thls body shall be open to the public

" and shallbe governed by the Brown Act. ‘Sessiors are o be operated, insofaras

bsence,.shall preside over the
‘meenngs I case of. absence af both pames,~a ‘Chair* Pro Tern;shall preside.

.Agenda The Chalr of the Commnssnon shall be responsxbie for settmg the agend= of
each meeting. Each agenda shall be reviewed-by the First District Super\nsar for the
County and by the Mayor of the Clty The Supemsor and Mayar shall assgn respectxve

-suiVotingt Each Commxssxoner is: enntled te‘one VOtB. A Cammlssnoner may abstairy from
~ votingimcases of condlict of interest, in which .case he or she must state whatthe conflict

4sr:No proxies'shall be:permnitted: -All votes:shall; be public-and pmperiy recorded- Ex-
officio members shall not be entitted to vote.

*+ Mintites of Meeting:” The. mmutes shallinclude a- copy of the Agenda, the c:fﬁcxal pubhc

record of the meeting;-and will indicate any-actions wmch are taken. A copy ofthess

' fSpecxa( meetings may ‘be-called:by the Chalr ora majontyref the Commzssxan No

special meeting shall be held without x:omphance with the Brown Act.

::Notice'of meetings: ~Natice of meetxngs shall;-at.a-minimum, comply witfr the Brown Act.

- The Commissionshall: nge'such addmcnaf notice.as.the Board-of Supervisors or City

Council rmjay-request. .

Ouorum Six votmg members of the Commlssmn shali constrtute a quorum. B

Altemates The City alternate shall serve- only in the absence cf a Cornmissioner from
subareas #1 and #2.. Likewise, the County atternate shall serve only in the abserce of a
Commissioner from the area autsxde of subareas ‘#1 and #2. Each alternatewho serves’

13 entitied to one vote.
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SONOMA VALLEY CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION

_ RULES AND PROCEDURES

Commissioners

A

mpwp

Appointment: Appointment of the seven commissioners, alternate, and ex-cfficio
members from subareas 3-14 as shown in Exhibit A shall be made by the Board of
Supervisors. Appeintment of the three commissioners, alternate, and ex-officio member
from subareas 1 and 2 shall be made by the City Council of the City of Sonoma. At the

time of appointment, the City Gouncil and Board of Supervisors'shall designate -
appointees to one or two year terms as provided in C below. '

Qualifications: ‘Each commissidner and alternate shall be a resident of, and registered

voter in, tha area represented by that commissioner.

Terms of Office: Commissioners shall serve two-year terms, with no commissioner
serving more than two consecutive terins. Initially, the first Commission shall draw lots 1o
determine length of term. Terms for commissioners representing the City of Sonoma’
shall include two (2) two-year terms and two (2) one-year terms. Terms for
commissioners representing the unincorporated areas shall include five (8) two-year

terms and four (4) one-year terms. Ex-officio:members shall serve at the pleasure of the -

. City Coungil or First District Supervisor, as the case may ba. in any case, the County

and City shall each reserve the right to terminate a commissioner which it appointed
regardless of the termpf~-appoinment.~ :

Duties of Commissioners:

Te attend and participate in mestings of the Commission.

To study and analyze appropriate materials’submitted. i

To participate in discussions, research.and.writing of necessary repors.

Ta serve on such subcommittees as‘may be designated by the Commission.
Ta.aid-the public in understanding and-participating in local issues, and the

processes of local government. - .

' ’Vacancie’s:nlni‘evenf of termination, -death, resignation or inability to serve-on the part of

any comrmiissioner, such condition shall be brought to'the attention of the appointing
agency. “Inability to serve’ shall be determined by a-majerity vote of the Commission. If
ary commissioner shall miss two (2) successive regular meetings without a valid excuse,
the appointing body shall be notified and requested to appoint a more active
replacement. . : ' : -

At any time that a vacaricy OGCurs, either County or City, as the case may bg, shall have
sixty (60) days to fill 'said vacancy. ‘Should either County or City fail to actin the time
specified, the Commission shall have the authority to make the appoirtment in
accordance with the prescribed membership. :

Chair: The Chair shall be eiected by the Commission and shall serve as Chair for a
period of one year. ‘He or she shall pr.eside over all meetings of the Commission.

Vicé Chair: The Vice Chair-shall be elected by the Commission and shall serve for a
period of one year and shall fulfill the functions of the Chair in his or her absence.
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. Vice Chairman, Baarg of Supervisors

Clerk, Board.of Supervisors . '
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THE SONOMA VALLEY CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION,
THE BROWN ACT,
AND E-MAIL COMMUNICATIONS

Background:

The Brown Act, enacted in 1953, is intended to ensure that public bodies engage in their
deliberations in a public setting. In essence, the Act requires (1) that the public have some
notice of issues to be discussed at a meeting, and (2) that issues pending before a body are
not discussed in advance by a majority of the members. This requirement prevents members
from reaching a decision prior to a publicly accessible meeting.

Both the California Attorney General and the California League of Cities have prepared
booklets to assist local government officials in understanding and complying with the Brown
Act. The Attorney General’s guide is available at the following website:
http://ag.ca.gov/publications/#openmeetings. The Attorney General has created a handy
summary of key Brown Act provisions, which is attached to this explanation. The League of
Cities booklet, entitled “Open & Public IV,” can be purchased from the League, and is also
available on line at: ' _
www._cl.claremont.ca.us/download.cfm?1D=21498. This booklet includes a number of examples
that are useful in determining how the provisions of the Brown Act should be interpreted and

applied.

E-Mail Communications:

With the advent of e-mail, with its advantages of convenient, quick communications, many
questions have arisen about how the Brown Act and the Public Records Act apply to this
communication technology. E-mail should be used with caution: remember, your e-mails

regarding public business are public records. Moreover, e-mails can result easily m
inadvertent violations of the Brown Act.

E-Mail Can Be Used To:

. Distribute meeting minutes, agendas, and drafts of these documents.
«  Determine member availability for meetings.
«  To discuss similar administrative issues.

E-Mail May Not Be Used To:

»  Discuss pending issues before the body with a majority of its members.

Note: a member may discuss pending issues with other members outside of pliblic meetings,
as long as fewer than a majority engage in the discussion. The danger with e-mail is that it

can be forwarded easily; members are warned that they are responsible for limiting the
dissemination of information to fewer than a majority of the body.

SVCAC BE-Mail Brown Act.doc;mjeb;7/24/00
Doc.No. 22637
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CHAIR:

SONOMA VALLEY CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION
- ADMINISTRATIVE ROLES

Preside over all meetings following Robert’s Rules of Order

By 5" of month before the regular scheduled meetings, prepare and submit
agendas to District One Supervisor's office

Call for and preside over special meetings when necessary

Notify members of the Commission of special meetings, giving the time, place
and reason for meeting

Appoint Chair and members of ad:hoc committees

Acts as a liaison between the Commission and the County Board of
Supervjsors/the First District Supervisor.and the.Sonoma City- Council/Mayor

VICE-CHAR:

Conduct meetings in the absence of the Chair e
Research and report to the Commission any problem areas concerning items
onthe upcoming agenda. . . . .. . .

Prepare copies of specific recommendations made by the Commission and,
under the Chair’s signature, mail to appropriate agencies and/or persons
Follow up on recommendations made by the Commission........ - -

Keep an up-to-date roster of members of the Commission giving the name,
mailing-address, home phone, work-phone; fax.number-and e-mail address
Keep @ master list of contact persons in governmental and private agencies
the Commission may find useful

Update the master list of contact persons/agencies every year

- Arrange sites for all meetings v

Prepare and send communications as directed by the Chair

-Keep a list of items that the Commission has acted upon and report back to

the Commission on their progress

SECRETARY

Keep minutes of all mestings, specifying the call to order time, the attendees,
the business conducted and the adjourning tme . .. .. .
Send copies of the minutes to First District Supervisor's Office, the Sonoma
City Council, the Sonoma County Planning Commission and other appropriate
bodies as indicated . ' '
Prepare and store the Commissioners name.plates

.Distribute handbooks for new members of the Commission

(Rev. 3/11/08:mit) #22525
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Sonoma Mountain - Supervisorial District One
Procedure for Implementing the Taylor Mountain/Sonoma Mountain
Scenic Design Guidelines
Sonoma Valley Citizens Advisory Commission (SVCAC)

The SVCAC (Commission) will be required to review proposed hillside construction of
single-family dwellings and appurtenant structures in Planning Area No. 9 within its
jurisdiction, i.e. portions of the eastern slope of Sonoma Mountain within the Sonoma
Mountains Landscape Unit, to determine conformance of the project with the Local Area
Development Guidelines established under General Plan Open Space Policies and
Ordinance Nos. 5130, 5131 & 5132.

Site Review. All proposed developments will be visited by an ad hoc committee, on a
case by case basis, appointed by the SVCAC chair, consisting of at least three
Commission members. The ad hoc committee will review appropriate details of the
development at the site with the County’s Permit & Resource Management Department
(PRMD) representative and the permit applicant or their representative. PRMD staff
 attendance at the subcommittee’s site inspection shall be on a case by case basis as
determined by the Chair or their appointee and PRMD staff. The site review and all
subsequent reviews and recommendations will be done in conformance with Ordinance

Nos. 5130, 5131 & 5132.

Ad Hoc Committee Report. The ad hoc committee will report to the full Commission at
its next regularly scheduled meeting recommending approval of the proposed project,
modifications to the proposed plans or rejection of the proposed development. The
applicant or their representative will be expected to attend to answer questions from
Commission members and interested community attendees.

Commission Review. The Commission will recommend to the County’s PRMD its
consensus view after considering the ad hoc committee’s report and any supplemental
information supplied by the project owner/developer. Should the applicant or their
representative not attend the Commission’s review, the Commission may make its
recommendation based upon information supplied by the ad hoc committee and the
County’s PRMD. As with other projects, any Commission member having a professional
or personal relationship with the applicant that would bias the member’s judgment

should refrain from participating in the review. -

Recommendation. A letter detailing the Commission’s recommendations will be
forwarded by the Commission’s Secretary to the County PRMD with a copy to the

project applicant.

Updated: March 20, 2009(mijt) #22526
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Sonoma County Planning Agency

The Planning Agency (Planning Commission and the Board of Zoning
Adjustments) serves primarily as a recommending body to the Sonoma County

Board of Superwsors

The Pianning Agency consists of ten commissioners who are appointed by and
serve at the pleasure of the Board of Supervisor. The commissioners rotate
‘sequentially by district every ten months The chairmanship of each body rotates

yearly by district.

The Pianmng Commrssnon holds pubhc heanngs and makes recommendatlons to
the Board of Supervrsors concerning upda’res and amendments to the county s

. General Plan and Zoning regu!atrons The P!anmng Commxssron also holds '
heanng .ahd makes decisions on major subdivisions anc mlnmg proposals
_There are five members who 8it on the Plann" g Commrssnon with one alternate

for each drs’mct .

' The Board of Zonlng' Adjustments oonducts : makes decisions
on applications for Use Permits, Zoning Variances and Coastal Devélopment
Permits. -There are five members who sit on the Board of Zomng Adjustments ,

wrth one alternate for each dlstnc’c

3.20.00 22635
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" Policy Number

2001-1

Referrals to the Sonoma Valley Citizens
Advisory Commission

Effective Date: September 19, 2007 '

L. PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The purpose of this policy 0 define the circumstances in which the City of
Sonoma refers projects to the Sonoma valley Citizens Advisory
Commission (SVCAC) for comment.

I POLICY STATEMENT
It is the policy of the City of Sonoma to refer projects that are subject to
environmental review to chairman of the SVCAC.

lil. DEFINITIONS
A, “Environmental Review” means a negative declaration or an
environmental impact report.
B. “Project” means an application for a discretionary permit that
is subject to the review and approval of the Planning
Commission.

IV. PROVISIONS/ PROCEDURES

A, Following a determination that a project is subject fo
environmental review, the City of Sonoma Planning staff shall
deliver or have delivered a copy of the project application, the
initial study, and any available supporting materials 10 the
Chairman of the SVCAC.

B. The chairman will determine, at his or her discreﬁon, whether
to place the project on the next available agenda of the
. SVCAC for comment.

C. If the item is brought to the SVCAC for comment, it shall be
the responsibility of the SVCAC to prepare and deliver written
comments to the City of Sonoma planning staff in a timely
manner so that they may be forwarded to the Planning
Commission at the time of project review.

D.  The Planning Commission shall consider the comments of the
SVCAC in the course of its review of the project, but the

py T il n A Frdnams M Amrmiceinn
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Policy Number

2001-1

comments shall not be considered binding and the Planning
Commission shall act on the project application is-it deems fit.

E. There is no obligation on the part of planning staff or the
project applicant to attend the SVCAC hearmg on a project
referral.

F. Projects referred to the SVCAC for comment shall be

reviewed by the SVCAC within 45 days. Otherwise, the
SVCAC shall be deemed not to have commented.

G.  This policy does not preciude the City Council or the planning
staff from referring issues to the SVCAC for advice and
comment that may not be. subject to envxronmental review as
defined:in-this policy. el S

V. RESPONSIBILITIES AND REVIEW

A..  The City Council is, responsible for revnewmg thxs pohcy,
‘ although it may choose to salicit comments from the Planning
Commission, the SVCAC, planmng staff, and other interested

party.
B. The'City Council will- revxew thls pohcy from time-to-time, as it
deems necessary. -
VI. REFERENCES
N.A.

Referrals to the-SonomgMgQg-‘y_ GitizgnsiAdyiisc_a._l;){»Com,rIl\is.siop .
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SONOMA VALLEY CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION

Frequently Asked Questions
For Project Applicants
Appearing Before the SVCAC

Congratulations on your appearance before the Sonoma Valley Citizens Advisory
Commission to discuss your development project! Your participation can give you
important insight into the reaction your project will generate from concerned neighbors
and citizens in the Valley.

This guide is intended to help you prepare for your hearing by describing the process,
and listing the types of questions you might expect from the Commission. If you have
further questions, please contact the Commission Chair.

What Is The Sonoma Valley Citizens Advisory Commission?

The SVCAC is an advisory body formed through an agreement between the City of
Sonoma and County of Sonoma. The group is chartered with the following Mission
Statement:

“The mission of the Sonoma Valley Citizens Advisory
Commission is to act as a bridge for communication
between governmental agencies and the general public on
planning decisions affecting the Sonoma Valley by
providing a forum for public expression and by making
recommendations to the City Council and the Board of
Supervisors that convey the sense of the community.”

The primary activity of the SVCAC is to review significant development projects
proposed in the Valley.

Who Serves On The SVCAC?
The Sonoma City Council names three members to the Commission, and designates one

alternate. A City Council member attends meetings as an ex-officio member.

The First District Supervisor appoints the remaining members based on geographical
areas in the Valley, and one alternate. The geographical areas are: El Verano West,
Springs East, North Valley, and South Valley.

In addition, the County Planning Commissioners from the Valley attend meetings as ex-
officio members.

Alternates only vote in the absence of a regular member; ex-officio commissioners do
not vote.

SVCAC\SVCAC Applicant FAQs.doc,9/24/2013
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SONOMA VALLEY CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION

The Commission has three officers. The Chair is charged with conducting meetings and
setting the Commission agenda. The Vice-Chair supports the Chair in business matters
such as preparing letters. The Secretary prepares minutes of each meeting, and
maintains files. Officers serve one-year terms, with elections held in January.

Commissioners come from all walks of life; some maintain active careers or own
businesses, others are retired. A roster of current Commissioners is available from the
Commission Chair.

Why Was My Project Selected For Review?

The Chair of the Commission selects projects for review based on his or her judgment of
the potential impacts that the project may have on the Valley, and the potential
interest that the public may have in the project.

Projects that require zoning adjustments or use permits are likely to be reviewed.
Minor lot line adjustments or small projects are less likely to be asked to appear before
the SVCAC.

Single-family residential projects that are subject to the Sonoma Mountain or
Mayacamas view shed ordinances will be site-reviewed by a sub-committee of
Commissioners, with a report made to the full Commission.

My Plans Are Only Conceptual At This Point; Should | Present Them Now?

The advantage of appearing before the Commission when your project is only in the
conceptual stage is that you can get a sense of the community’s response to your plans
before spending a lot of time and money on a full-fledged design.

The disadvantage is that the Commission is likely to be unwilling to recommend
approval of your plans without seeing final details, so they may ask you to reappear
when you have completed your planning.

The risk of appearing late in your project planning process is that the Commission may
recommend significant changes, or even recommend that your project be denied

approval.

For projects that may generate community opposition or concern, you might consider
holding local community meetings before filing for a permit application.

Most projects are handled in one hearing; however, it may be to your advantage to
return to the Commission for consideration of your revised plans.

What Are The Key Areas of Concern That The Commissioners are Likely to Raise?

SVCAC\SVCAC Applicant FAQs.doc,9/24/2013
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SONOMA VALLEY CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION

Concerns will of course vary based on the type of project, but here is a list of discussion
areas that come up frequently:

o Traffic generation, particularly along main travel corridors.

o Traffic safety.

e Parking.

s Event activity.

e \Water use.

e Provision of sanitation service.

e Drainage issues.

e Noise.

¢ Visual impacts.

e Housing for employees; affordability of new housing development.

¢ Appropriateness of the development given zoning and other land use
designations.

s Preservation of trees and native habitat.

e Provision of fire protection service.

How Are SVCAC Meetings Organized?

A regular meeting begins with a roll call and the approval of minutes, followed by an
opportunity for members of the public to address the Commission on matters not
otherwise on the agenda.

Typically, a series of proposed projects are then reviewed. Finally, the Commission
considers administrative issues, and reports from ad hoc committees.

What Procedure Is Followed for the Project Review?

Applicants or their representatives make a brief presentation before the Commission,
followed by a period for Commissioners to ask questions. The public is then given an
opportunity to ask questions and/or comment on the project.

(The Commissioners strive to hold their opinions and evaluations in check until after the
public comment period.)

The Chair will then close the public comment portion of the review, and Commissioners
will then discuss the project and pass a resolution, if warranted. Please note that once
the public comment portion of the review is closed, any additional comments or
answers to questions from the Commissioners should be addressed through the Chair.

How Should I Plan My Presentation?

The best presentations begin with a complete application package. Commissioners
often receive abbreviated project applications from the City or County, and if there is

SVCAC\SVCAC Applicant FAQs.doc,9/24/2013
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additional information that you would like them to have, please work with the Chair to
get the material to the Commissioners in advance of the meeting.

A concise presentation is often better than a comprehensive one. Assume that the
Commissioners have reviewed the package of information that describes your project,
so your description of the development can be brief. It is helpful to describe exactly
what approval you are seeking (i.e. a zoning change or a use permit), and what level of
project planning you have completed (is this a conceptual review, or are there well-
developed plans?).

Focus on the impacts that your project will have and how you intend to mitigate them.
What concerns are neighbors of the project likely to have? Have you notified them of
your plans, or held a meeting with them?

Commissioners will focus on their concerns during the question and answer period, so it
is not necessary to try to anticipate and answer every potential question in your
presentation. If you would like guidance regarding preparing for your appearance,
don’t hesitate to call the Chair in advance of the meeting.

What Audio/Visual Equipment Capabilities Are Available?

Depending on where the Commission is meeting, it may be possible to accommodate a
slide presentation, though you must bring your own AV equipment. If you have
storyboards, we recommend large formats so that they can be visible throughout the
room when placed at one side.

If you have additional handouts for the Commissioners, please print sufficient
quantities for the public.

How Should | Handle Questions and Comments from the Audience?

During the open comment period, members of the audience will have the opportunity
to ask questions and state their opinions about your proposal. We recommend that
you answer questions forthrightly and concisely. You should not feel obligated to
respond to statements of opinion.

The Chair will help moderate this portion of the hearing. If the project is likely to
engender a level of controversy or extensive feedback from the community, the Chair
will likely establish guidelines for the public comment period, potentially including time
limits for each speaker.

The Chair may also opt to tabulate questions and ask you to answer them after the
public hearing concludes.

SVCAC\SVCAC Applicant FAQs.doc,9/24/2013
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What Happens to the Recommendations Made by the SVCAC?

The Commission Secretary will capture all aspects of the project review in the meeting
minutes. Minutes are distributed to the Sonoma City Council and the First District
Supervisor, as well as to the planning departments at the City and County.

One of the Commissioners appointed by the City is also charged with meeting directly
with the City Planner to review specific projects. The Sonoma County Planning
Commissioners from the Valley are usually in attendance to hear discussion of projects,
and often participate in the question period.

I Don’t Like the Resolution Passed by the Commission! Now What?

Please remember that Commission resolutions are advisory in nature, and that you can
certainly continue seeking approval for your project at the County or City. However,
the Commission strives to reflect the concerns and sense of opinion of the citizens of
the Valley, and you could consider putting this information to good use.

Can you modify your proposal to address the significant concerns raised at the hearing?
If you choose to do so, you might consider asking to appear before the Commission
again to review your modifications.

SVCAC\SVCAC Applicant FAQs.doc,9/24/2013
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A Report by The Sonoma Valley Citizens Advisory Commission

MISSION: The mission of the Sonoma Valley Citizens Advisory Commission
(SVCAC) is to act as a bridge for communication between governmental agencies
and the general public on planning decisions affecting the Sonoma Valley by
providing a forum for public expression and by making recommendations to the City
Council and the Board of Supervisors that convey the sense of the community.

The SVCAC was established in 1993 by a joint powers agreement between the City
of Sonoma and the County of Sonoma and consists of 11 voting commissioners; 3
appointed by the City Council and 8 appointed by the Board of Supervisors. There
_are also two alternate and two ex-officio members, split between the City and
County. The Commission membership geographlcally represents the population of
the entire Sonoma Valley, by definition stretching 24 miles from Kenwood to Sears
Point, and from the crest of the Sonoma Mountains east to the Sonoma-Napa
County line. This is essentially the Sonoma County st Supervisoral District.

BACKGROUND: An ad hoc Committee on Valley Growth was created by the

SVCAC to help discuss and better understand how much population growth the
Sonoma Valley infrastructure can sustain, and during what time period. This
Sub-Committee was created in part as a response to a 3/17/98 editorial in The
Sonoma Index-Tribune calling for a Valley-wide building moratorium until “... the
Sonoma City Council and 1st District Supervisor Mike Cale ... (¢can) sit down and
examine the overall growth picture for the valley.” Sub-Committee membership
consists of Mrs. Bair and Messrs. Brosseau, Fogg, Gemmell and Vella.

METHODOLOGY:: Arbitrarily the time frame of year 2020 was selected as the
end-point for this study because of the availability of the Association of Bay Area
Governments, or ABAG, population projections for the entire Sonoma Valley
through 2020. (Exhibit 1, attached, provides the actnal ABAG population forecasts.)
We are aware of o other recognized/statistically based population projections for
the Valley this far into the future. Two caveats, however; 1) we did not :
automatically accept these estimates as accurate, but used them as a consistent base
point in our discussions, and 2) our confidence in the nearer year data is greater than
the later year data, as the longer-term variables are more susceptible to change.
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The study approach was to review the ABAG projected population growth impact
against the current/budgeted/forecasted infrastructure capacity in four broad
infrastructure areas. The areas reviewed and actual groups interviewed — both m
work sessions and in SVCAC public hearings, are as follows: :

1. Highway Capacity (Sonoma County Department of Transportation and
Public Works, Sonoma County Transportation Authority; Caltrans; City of
Sonoma)

2. Water Supply (Sonoma County Water Agency, Valley of the Moon Water
District; City of Sonoma) ’

3. Sapitation Capacity (Sonoma County Water Agency)

4. Fducational Facilities (Sonoma Valley Unified School District)

SUMMARY FINDING

It is the finding of the Sonoma Valley Citizens Advisory Commission.fhat the
Sonoma Valley cannot sustain a projected population of 47,900 by the vear 2020

mﬁwnﬁgmjzgmdatmmwﬂmm

The Commission finds that 3 of the 4 infrastructure components reviewed -- water
supply, sanitation capacity and educational facilities should be able to accommodate
the projected growth rate given the following:
a2 Water agencies and the school district successfully execute their
current plans.
b. Their planning assumptions prove realistic. .
' ¢. They diligently monitor capacity issues and address required changes m
a timely fashion. '
d_ The City and the County adhere strictly to their General Plans.
e. The City and the County continue a policy of cooperation and

coordination.

Our review of the 4th component -- highway capacity, leads us to forecasta
continuing and serious deterjoration in the ability of the Sonoma Valley to handle
vehicular traffic. Essentially static capacity combined with relentless traffic growth
will turn today’s congestion into tomorrow’s gridlock. This component needs
immediate heightened attention and innovative approaches to mitigate the problem.
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General plans of both City and County are scheduled for review in year 2000 and
the SVCAC stands ready to participate in and coordinate this process a directed by

the City and the County.

hlsmncal_h:ends A stralght lme pro;ecmon would be an annual populatlon increase
of approximately 375 people- throughout the Va]ley, or a slightly less than 1%
annual total populahon growth Overall tbroughout the 25 year planmng honzon

All of the infrastructure _groups we met with are using various planning forecasts or
extrapolatlons that drrectlonally budd to the same Valley populatlon by 2020;"

" dlthough there are some variations. Fo mple, vs. ABAG-the Sonoma County
Water Agency forecasts a slightly smaller'Clty of Sonoma populatron and a'larger
County population, but- overall they agree with thé 47,900 estimate, .

This population finding is 1mportant1y based on'the’ commuatlon ',by both the City of
‘Sonoma and “Sonoma County of éurrent new “housing permlt phrlosophles (a
maximum of 100 new ‘housing units/year in the City;. 90+n the County split 60 in the
Urban Service Area and 30 in rural areas) We beheve that itis- very ‘important to
recognize ‘that while these development constraints are contamed in the General
Plans they can be changed -- either up or down, by a sntnple majonty vote of the
elected officials. The effect of growth of the total population on the “Sonoma Valley
quahty of hfe” 1s, therefore an on—cromg issue demandmg on—gomg close attenhon
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congestion (deterioration of travel time) and safety concerns, not only for car and
truck traffic, but for pedestrians and bicycles particularly on Highway 12 through
the City of Sonoma and the Springs area and also on Highway 116, Stage Gulch

Road.

" Additionally, the question of future road congestion is more serious than one derived
from a 1% annual population increase, as experience indicates that new traffic
growth is exponential to new population growth, i.e. 2 1% population increase can
. result in a 3% traffic increase. As reference, based on their experience the Sonoma
County Department of Public Works assumes as part of their planning process that
traffic growth throughout Sonoma Courty will grow 3% per year. Givena 10 year
horizon, this equates to a 34 4% increase in average Valley traffic loads by 2009.

The problems with new road construction include the high cost of both land .
acquisition and the construction process itself, and these are made more difficult by
the narrow geographical confines of the Valley. Accordingly, the principal focus of
Caltrans and the County -- and to a lesser degree the City of Sonoma, 15 fo maintain
and where feasible improve the safety of the present road system as opposed to new
highway infrastructure designed to relieve traffic congestion. Construction of major
new roads to relieve traffic problems on existing roadways is not seen as aviable
alternative by any of the groups with whom we discussed this issue. Lackofa
committed financial base (i.e. a tax base o road fund) is the principal cause of this

' situation.

Other factors are that planned and anticipated major winery expansions, the
increasing role of wineries as “yisitor entertainment centers,” possible new resorts,
the periodic impact of Sears Point Raceway and increased tourist and commuter
traffic from Santa Rosa and Napa County will all mean additional traffic on Valley
roads regardless of Valley population trends.
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Finally, although not strictly within the constraints of this population
growth/mfrastructure study, future traffic levels will also be impacted by additional
commercial, institutional or industrial development in the Valley. These installations
traditionally mean both incremental jobs and increased employee car and business
truck traffic. Also, without a supply of affordable housing in the Valley, the traffic
of employees commuting by car into and out of the area will increase. The
cumulative impact of all of these factors could make our growing road congestion

forecasts conservative.

In any case the impact of incremental traffic from all new Sonoma Valley growth
projects needs to be calculated, and then reviewed as part of the approval process
for its cumulative effect withall previous new projects. This should then be

measured against the ﬁﬂ'éctéd%é_iﬁ capacities.

5. FELN -

‘growth‘conistraint in the

- -1ssues that mustbe tesolves <- fheprincipal
‘supplierto the ‘Valley-of the Moon ‘Water District and'to ‘the City 6f*Sonomia has

completed .a Water. Supply and Transmission System Proj ect-Environmental Impact

Regéﬁf:,it"“;&é&iél‘@ﬁ?é’c’laiﬁéiiél"%ﬁét’éi‘?%éééﬁiéés"‘:éﬂ&ééi;ﬁéh&fiﬁé‘*éi_f‘is" ing ‘transmission

. Systemthrough year 2020 plus. This stuly indicates thiat adequate-water supplis to
' “service a 47,900 Valley population can be provided:

" WATER'SUPPLY: Waer su

arough

“increased hééi'?df-theii{ﬁééiziﬁ1Rii¥5fféﬁd'ihi"s”?i's‘:'a'cdﬁiéﬁﬁdﬁéi?ifs‘éﬁﬁ‘ "3)an ac
* storage and recovery p'rograﬁf_fo"ni'é‘éfiej‘:iéfgéﬁéféﬁdiét_agdbj{ ‘water ‘supply needs,
and4) the expansion and tevised operation of the existing transmilssion system, and
'+ this includes a new $15 million aqueduct coming irito the Valleyto be completed in
2012. The estimated total cost of implementing this program over a 20 year time
frame is $140 million, with this cost essentially pro-rated over the total 500,000 ptus
people served by the Water Agency inSonoma Cotnty and Northern Marin County.
4in-undetermined but substantial portion of this Cost-wotild be raised thiough the
user rate structure, the’balance probably through bonding pro; '
It 1s the opinion of both the Valley of the Moon ‘Water Distiict and fhie’ City of
Sonoma that given adequate supplies of water from the County Water Agency to
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allow them to service the 2020 population projection that they can handle this
prowth in the normal course of business. .

SANITATION CAPACITY: Sanitation will not i

0720 as sufficient sewage Colic Hon, treatment a apacity to service 3
ion in excess of 47,900 is currently under construction and should be
in place by  The Sonoma Valley County Sanitation District (operated by
the Sonoma County Water Agency) is concluding a 10 year project to upgrade and
add capacity at the wastewater treatment plant on 8th Street East in Sonoma,
although additional major work needs to be continued to upgrade the sewage
collection/pipe systems t0 supply this facility A long-term capital plan is in place to
address these collection system needs as part of both normal maintenance and
capacity expansion efforts.

ade l

Reclaimed water now leaving the plant is at the secondary treatment level, ie. it can
be used for vineyard drip irrigation or it can be seasonally discharged into the Schell
Slough to flow into San Pablo Bay. Secondary water cannot be sprayed on edible
crops. There is an opportunity to up grade the treatment process via added filtrahon
to produce tertiary water that can be used to irrigate Sonoma Valley public green
areas, athletic fields, golf courses, etc. A rough estimate to accomplish this system
upgrade is $1.5 million plus distribution costs. This potentially represents a
significant new resource for both governmental and agricultural water usage and
would help mitigate the need to develop new supply sources (with their high costs)
for the Valley. Of note is that Rohnert Park currently uses tertiary water o imigate

~ greenbelts, Sonoma State, all public schools, golf course and parks.

arently changing Valley demog nds that 2
The SVUSD encompasses essentially the entire

Sonoma Valley and, in order to meet projected student enrollment in 2007 the

District has passed two bond issues totaling $55.2 million to, facilitate the

* construction and updating of their physical plant. This program will allow the

District to enroll an estimated 5,550 students in 2007, up 4.4% from 1998.
However, the ABAG population projection for the Sonoma Valley for the same 10
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year period is a 10% increase in total population, exceeding the Districts’ forecasted
growth.

This relative slowdown in public school enrollment is believed to be largely caused
by two factors; 1) mcreasingly successful competition from charter/ private/ home
schooling/ Catholic and magnet schools fecruiting.students in the Valley; and 2)
changing population demographics. This second area is currently being researched
- by the SVUSD with a report due in July, 1999, Key factors preliminarily appear to

be rapidly-escalating property values "p'rlqclixding‘.he\'v/ybunge; families from renting
or biying homes in the Valley (this is also reflected in a dropping birthrate); and a
changing population profile to more ofan upscale, older and professional
orientation, ‘This population Segment tends to have fewer and usually older children.
This observation is reinforced by the fact that kindergarten enrollment at SVUSD
has declined for two straight years. ST ey

. I)Ihe growthfuture of the C1ty of Sonomaandtbe balance of the Sonoma Valley
e closely intertwined, and the full Valley community:phus.our political leadership
needs 10 wor appreciate this greater perspective. In the larger picture thete are

no “City grow” issues nor “belance of e Valley growti” issues there are only

growth issues that .i‘ih’r;xﬂpécftﬁéénﬁretsvdé_c@t}é Valley.

/2 Realistcall, the quesion is ot “a0 populatin growt” i fhe Sorioma Valley, as

‘rowth is both a continuation o fundamental ong:term regional and County ronds
and integral to both County and City General Plans as contained in revenme
forecasts to fund government. Therefore the real quesﬁog is how to cqg@gcﬁy@ly

. Manage population growth in the Sonoma Valley for the ommon good

3)ThecmrentC1tyand County new housing permitting pol cies seem to be'an |
 appropriate and effective method of managing Sonoma Valley population growth.

However, a more Compt¢h€ri$iyé/tgugher:.gr',owﬂi“jjbli‘éf;ici_ﬂdﬁgisb include both
specific urban separators and specific urban growth boundaries, particularly if

ratfied by the voters. If the eventual goal is 2 definitive total Sonoma Valley growth
policy,-then urban Separators/boundaries need to be considered. -

e T AU
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ply and delivery are critical, contentious, complex and
ate for the SVCAC to appoint an ad hoc comunittee tO
review/monitor this subject. An initial area of study should be the conservation
opportunities involved with the increased use of tertiary water. Additionally, the
Valley of the Moon Water District is proposing a program of cooperative
monitoring of ground water/aquifer conditions by well users to help determine the
 quality and quantity of water supply from this important resource. The SVCAC
should actively support this study throughout the entire Valley.

4) The issues of water sup
costly. It would be appropri

n to the development of a Sonoma Valley element to

5) Consideration should be give
be included in the next Sonoma County General Plan. Given the SVCAC Mission,

this would seen to be an appropriate responsibility of the Commission.
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